
4/29/2025- SJMEA Spring Meeting! 

Andrea Brannman, President 

 

 

New Junior Events Coordinator? Pearl Petaia! All Ayes- no Boos. Go Pearl! Thank you.        

 

Tom King, new BYJB director 

- BYJB open to MS & HS students 

- Rehearsals at First Baptist Church on Flora, Wednesday nights 

- Summer Youth Jazz Band- please let students know 

- High Schoolers as mentors throughout the year 

- Supplemental to school programs 

 

All Aye’s to accept the minutes (except Poul, to be funny. Thanks, Poul.) 

 

Octavia- directory report 

- Yay, thank you for being so amazing with all of our region’s e-mails!!   

- Please go through the list and cross out people no longer in our district, and add in people 

who are now here. 

 

Jessica Schlichting, Treasurer’s report 

- Giant spreadsheet 

- Yay Mitch for spreadsheet work and legacy- thank you! 

- $15,000 in the bank (but she just wrote checks, so less than that) 

- Reach out if you want to know more details or see a PDF of the epic spreadsheet 

- Clearing events- still getting messages from coordinators about what is owed. If you 

haven’t heard, chances are you’re in the clear 

- We want ideally the events to be paid for before the event happens. (She listed a list of 

outstanding for current / recent events) 

- Things are looking up and positive. Woo-hoo! This time last year we were more check-

to-check 

- Coordinators: quick reminder to get as much donated as possible. (For example, Sr. 

Honor has coffee and bagels donated from Starbucks and Bagelry. And yay to Andy 

Marshall this year for Sr. S&E for CTE Culinary class making food for lunch!) 

- A lot of schools have submitted invoices, but schools aren’t paying on time. Keep kindly 

bugging people and following up when possible! 

- Carole Leander: Time frame for outstanding invoices? Not able to participate if owe? 

Jessica: should do year-to-year rather than by event.  

- McKenzie: when we made the rule a couple of years ago, we decided that we’d deny 

participation. Need clarity around it 

 

Poul Brask, Webmaster report 

- Any feedback for what he has set up for us? 

- 3rd honor event this year where the invoice works this way 

- Ask Poul or Jessica for invoice if we need another one 

- Honor works differently because it depends on who is accepted or not that year 



- The scam artist who pretended to be Andrea. Should we go to password-protected 

website? Discussion 

- Poul will try to have things ready earlier, etc. (You do a GREAT job, Poul- thank you!!)  

He would like coordinators to let him know when things are due, when registration is, 

etc. 

 

All-State changes (Andrea Brannman): 

- Will be different next year, and honor groups will be separate from conference 

- 1/16-18 in Tacoma- student honor groups for HS Bands, Orchestras and Choirs 

- HS Jazz Band / Choir and Junior choirs will still be part of the State conference 

- 2/13-15 / 2026 

- 5/1 Audition materials are posted. 10/1 auditions close 

- Absurd that cost is so high for students to participate. (Still huge amount even without 

hotel cost too?) 

 

General Information (Andrea Brannman): 

- April Voice edition, check with Monday message link 

- WMEA Job seeking events-  5/4 at 1pm over Zoom  (Look at Monday Music Memo 

forwarded from Octavia) 

- Auditions and session proposals are due May 15 for next year’s conference 

 

Brandon Nelson, WMEA Advocacy Toolkit 

- On WMEA website 

- When click on the links, you get references and quotes 

- Yay help icon for WMEA, help within 48 hours 

- These actually exist! Real facts, evidence, quotes for advocacy, etc. 

- WMEA wrote letter and sent to every superintendent in the state for music advocacy and 

support 

- Save Music link for PDFs 

 

Octavia- message from retired independent community member 

- Student teachers next year from WWU, especially women-identified, funding for aid 

while being student teacher. Octavia will send an email 

 

Andy Marshall, Blaine Harbor Jazz Festival 

- DeeDee Marshall is the president of the Board this year 

- Andy will help schools / teachers  

- Trying to give away scholarship funds to students! 

- Great program, please come! 

 

Brandon Nelson, Percussion on the Rock 

- Clock hours! 

 

Jessica Schlichting- proposal to have term limit (6 years) for SJMEA Treasurer 

- Health for the person doing it, don’t want to burn out 

- Present at fall meeting 



 

Octavia, Bellingham Symphony Orchestra is a wonderful resource! 

- Performers 

- Instrument donations / lending program 

 

Jesus Gomez 

- Male Ensemble Northwest 

- Regional event, would love to have opportunities for Tenor / Bar / Bass singers 

 

 

Breakouts: 

 

- Feedback from someone to Andrea, HS Honor Festival, veteran saying they don’t like 

having the festival on the day 

- Brad Hendry willing to coordinate Senior Honor Festival 

- Friday Harbor would like to host Jazz Festival 

 

Calendar: 

 

 Honor Festival, doesn’t have to be tied to Veteran’s Day 

 Plus-side, WWU is open 

 Open to changing the date 

 Coordinators: Kay Reilly is willing to do Band! Mary Marshall willing to do Orchestra!  

Connie Campbell hopefully good to do Choir! 

 

 Carole Leander asked to have music by beginning of October 

 Having things started in June?   

 

S&E- Blaine is willing to host! 

  January 31 

 

o Feedback: 

o Pianos 

o Better percussion gear list 

o Rooms for percussion sharing with piano on the stage 

 

Skagit Monster Band 

 

Jazz Festival 

o Weekday is better than weekend? 

o Friday Harbor (Greg ) 3/4 

o Mt. Vernon (Jason Rose) 3/5 

Senior Large Group 

• Re-vamping rubrics  

• Clarity on the process 

• Judges training- need consistency 



• Yay for vocal real-time comments / feedback from judges 

• Choir- looking at the sight-reading process. Separate meeting before fall 

meeting (Jesus will organize)  Not knowing how to prepare kids. Need to 

know beforehand for training / preparation 

• Orchestra (Mary will organize) 

• Orchestra- Monday, Band- Tues & Wed, Choir- Thurs, Fri (last week of 

March?) 

 

  

 


