
SJMEA Choral Contest Sight Reading

1. At the sight-reading adjudication, hand out copies of sight-reading provided.

2. Directors can give the starting pitches of the piece and have students sing through a scale, or other 

means of setting the tonality.

3. You will then have 5 minutes to let your students figure out the sight-reading.  You may NOT sing 

their parts for them, but you can point out difficult parts and speak through the parts.  Students are 

not allowed to write in the music, but they are welcome to sing or hum their parts during this time.

4. The students will then have a first reading.

5. Directors will then have 4 minutes to help fix any errors students might have.  Again, no use of 

piano and no singing parts for them. You can, however, make the students sing through any 

difficult intervals or trouble spots.

6. The choir will then have a second reading.  The judge will give each choir a rating based on the 

rubric description. With only 15 minutes for sight reading, there will be no “clinic” interaction.

We hope that it’s a positive experience. The score will go in your overall rating.


