
SJMEA Fall Meeting 8/26/2025 

Andrea Brannman, President 
 

 

Check-in: Name, what we teach, favorite cartoon character 

 

Clock hours Y/N for Honor and Large Fest? Yes. Helpful and many members took advantage of 

them. Thanks Andrea for securing these for us! 

 

Spring minutes approved- yay! 

 

Gail Ridenour, BSO 

- Educational concert on 11/7, sign up early / soon! Holst’s Planets with NASA live 

images 

- Instrument loan program, music in the schools, posters, student rush and student 

subscriptions, etc. GREAT programs!! Sign up and take advantage! 

- Still looking for vocalists to sing in the Beethoven 9th and Yo-Yo Ma concerts 

 

All-State updates 

- 2026 confirmed conductors 

- (YAY PoC conductors! Good job, WMEA) 

- HS All-State date is NEW: May 28-30, 2026, in Tacoma. 

- Included in cost of $350: sheet music, renowned conductors from all over US, tee 

shirt, some meals, professional A/V recording, program and perform in state of the art 

facilities 

- HS All-State Jazz stays in February: 2/ 12-14, 2026 

- Junior All-State 2/14-15 

- Remember that we are in charge of housing and chaperoning, etc. 

 

Regional Board Structure 

- Regions are being asked to change the structures of our boards. We are pretty 

organized and cohesive. 

- We are supposed to have President, President-elect, VP, Treasurer, Secretary 

curriculum officers (Band, Choir, General Music, Jazz, Orchestra) 

- In the spring we need to elect / vote for Band rep, Choir Rep, Jazz, Orchestra and 

General Music Reps. All serve on the state councils respective to the focus area. 

Serve as resource and advocate, coordinate activities 

 

Music Aid Northwest 

- Application period is open! Apply for a grant!! They’re awesome and you can be 

awarded up to $6,000 

- Get our license plates! 

 

Regional Awards for WMEA: Music Educator of the Year, and Friend of Music 

- Google form shared with us and submit nominations by September 15th. She will 

share nominations and get to state by October 15th  



- Need to know previous winners, Poul will look on the website and double-check that 

it’s up-to-date 

- State Awards Music Educator of the Year (ES, MS, HS, College / University), WMEA 

Hall of Fame, Admin of the Year – Please nominate!!! 

 

WMEA Budget 

- (She’s not going to open it, we can look if we want       ) 

 

State Conference Collegiate Sponsorship Program 

- If we want to support a college student, we can sponsor with $35 

 

Solo & Ensemble Proposals 

- Proposal for updating rule 1.6, making small ensembles 2-5 students and large going 

6-more (Laurie Bianco got up at this point to OBJECT! (just kidding…       ))  Our 

membership says YES! Positive thumbs up to this update 

- Proposal for Mariachi to use one microphone for vocals. Our membership says Yes! 

- Proposal update to permit students to copy scores for adjudication, and then to 

destroy them after, especially when things are expensive or out-of-date. We have 

some questions. (Is there current consistency? We can already currently copy with 

publisher permission. Does this rule update count for this?) 

 

Octavia Eslick (Schultz on her e-mail       ) 

- One person per district, scan our district and double-check for updated e-mail lists, 

and let her know any changes. 

 

Andrea is leaving the country to go to Spain next Friday, for Spanish-immersion program to 

better serve her students. She is available via e-mail. She will be back in early spring. 

 

Jessica Schlichting, Treasurer 

- Bank balance is over $11,000 

- Outstanding fee total is close to $6,000 

- Yay shout-out for MV School District, who is usually on the “poop list”, they are only 

one missing! 

- If we have even one outstanding, then we should technically not be able to participate 

this year. (watch out for the phone call from Kirstin Doud) 

- Event Coordinators: look online for forms and correct documentation 

- Register for our groups before the deadline! 

- Registration screen (all events except for Honor Fest), print the invoice and turn them 

in to our schools to send payment. Print 3 copies: one for our records, two for our 

bookkeepers 

- Jess still gets checks that have incorrect or missing information / invoice numbers, or 

something vague like “festival”. It makes a ton of extra work for her to sleuth it all. 

We can do our part! 

- Follow up with our bookkeepers a few weeks / month later. Put in our calendars to 

remember to check. 



- Cancellation policy: we bill on those who register, NOT on those who don’t show up. 

If we have extenuating circumstances, follow up to Jessica. We have already paid to 

rent the hall, conductor / adjudicator fees, etc. 

- Motion to pay Jessica! UNANIMOUS YES!!  

- Thank you Jessica! You are the best. 

 

 

Poul Brask, Webmaster 

- Hall of Fame on the website 

- Honor Festival: invoice is tricky. He will lock it all until it’s ready. : ) 

- Must create invoice first! Nomination link pops up at the end of invoice (hopefully 

remedy-ing the problem that people aren’t creating one or paying)  Save the link once 

started if we have to come back to it. 

- Other festivals just depend on how many ensembles we have. 

- Can we get names on the invoices so that we don’t have to type all of them in? 

Argument for each teacher putting in their own students’ names 

- Ongoing process. 

- Thank you Poul! 

 

 

Break outs! HS 

- All-State stuff is out. Double-check the deadlines! Jazz is same (closes 10/10), but 

others are later (11/14) because it’s in May. Please make sure the kids know when the 

actual festival is. 

- HB: 10/27 Band at MVHS. Choir at BHS 6-8, Orchestra at Sehome (5:30-7:30) 

- Honor Festival at WWU. Not charging us this year, but yes next year. Large group 

will still cost. 

- Senior Solo & Ensemble in Blaine! 

o Large PE’s in the PAC 

o Students great in rooms 

o Lunch offered- publish more 

o Percussion gear list please! 

 

- March 5 Jazz, Brandon coordinating, Jason Rose hosting 

- Monday 23 Orchestra & Mariachi, 24-25 Band, 26-27 Choir (Emma, Vanessa & 

Connie) 

- Day of Percussion, April 18 WWU 

- State S&E 

- 23rd & 24th of January- M.E.N event in Blaine? Community Choir Festival. Let Andy 

know. 

- Mary- rubrics. Feedback. Mary, Nick and Kirstin can put together a PLC and get it 

done. 

- During Honor Choir rehearsal, choir directors meet and talk through sight-reading 

stuff for large group prep 

- Literature list from Large Group Festival 

 



Elementary Breakout notes: 

 

 

Elementary Choir Day 2025 wrap up: 

    We brought in about $2600 profit for SJMEA 

    Encourage 4th through 6th graders to keep numbers workable 

    Adding extra chairs as a row in the front worked well 

Elementary Honor Choir 2026 will be March 21, 2026 

    Denice is checking with CTK for place 

    Conductor will be Ali Sandweiss Hodges (Welcome to WWU Choir!) 

Workshop at WWU on Sat., October 25 from 8:30 - 12:30 with Mari Schay 

We will add an Elementary Curriculum Rep at the spring meeting 

 


