
 

 

Regulations for SJMEA Senior Large Choir Festival 
(Discussed and agreed upon, Spring meeting 2013) 

 
Failure to comply with any of the regulations will result in performing for “comments only.” 
 
1. Performance Time Limits: All Choral Ensembles 15 minutes, including time walking on and off   
stage. If the ensemble is still performing at the 14 minute time, the performance will be interrupted   
and the director informed that the allotted time has been used, and it is time to exit the stage. 
 
2. A large ensemble usually consists of a choir with 16 or more members. In our region there are 
small schools which may have choirs under 16 members. 
 
3. Evaluators must be furnished three (3) original scores of the music being performed. Illegal or 
unauthorized copies of music are not acceptable according to copyright laws. All measures    
must be numbered on the evaluators’ scores. 
 
4. Ensembles must perform a minimum of two (2) selections, or use one-half (1/2) of the allotted 
performance time. 
 
5. Students in grades 9-12 may participate in any large ensemble event. 
 
6. Duplication of personnel among ensembles will be permitted when students are enrolled in  
       more than one choir class. 
 
7. Memorization is required for all groups. 
 
8. A solo work with accompaniment is not acceptable. 

 
9. Each entrant must be a current pupil of the school represented, and must be a current regular 
member (in class) of any ensemble in which they perform.  If two choirs are combined, this must be 
indicated in the registration information. 
 
10. Sight reading is a required component of receiving an overall rating.  Ratings will use the 
following formulation. 
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Sight reading 

 

Only one director may instruct the ensemble during sight-reading. 
 
 At the sight-reading adjudication, hand out copies of sight-reading provided. Students should 
not look at the music until instructed to do so by the adjudicator. 
 
 
1. Instruction- The director will have five (5) minutes to discuss the music and instruct the 
ensemble. At any time during the instruction period the tonic chord may be played once in broken 
chord style. Directors may have students sing through a scale or other means of setting the tonality 
if they wish. The director may instruct the group by tapping out rhythms and talking about any 
passage, but may not hum or sing any part or allow it to be played on piano. Students may chant 
rhythms and/or test and tap or clap the rhythms, and sing through their parts. 
 
2. First Reading-The tonic chord will be played in broken chord style, and the students may re-
produce the chord utilizing their preferred method of sight-reading (numbers, syllables, etc.). The 
starting pitches may be played and each section may sing their pitch, again utilizing their preferred 
method. The director may sing the starting pitch with each section. No further warm-up, 
instruction, or communication of any kind is permitted by the director, except the use of verbal 
counting to initiate the reading. The selection will then be sung without piano accompaniment and 
using the groups’ preferred method of sight-reading. The director may choose to read the piece 
in the printed key or any other key suitable for the group. 
 
3. Instruction- Following the first reading, the director will have two (2) minutes for instruction. 
The procedures described in (1) above will apply. 
 
4. Performance- The procedures in (2) above will apply. The selection will be sung without 
accompaniment and ensembles may continue to use their preferred method of sight-reading or, 
may sing the words printed in the score. The director’s decision in this case will have no bearing on 
the rating. 
 
The judge will give each choir a rating based on the rubric description. With only 15 minutes 
for sight reading, there will be no “clinic” interaction. 
 
 
5. No audience, other than SJMEA officials, will be permitted in the room during sight-reading. 


