SJMEA Fall Meeting Minutes, 9.12.2024
Andrea Brannman, President

Welcome, and board introductions

Electing a President Elect!
Brandon Nelson nominated himself, Mary Marshall second-ed it, and the “Aye” vote was
Unanimous. Yay, and thank you Brandon!

Group photo and introductions- yay!

Poul Brask, webmaster’s report:

e Calendar, where to find it

e Any changes, please let him know

e Showed where the High School Honor Festival nomination forms are online (Senior
Events, Senior Honor, etc.
Must save the invoice (a copy is emailed to us)
Please reference the invoice number (printed on the invoice) when the check gets
printed / made
Reminder that the Solo & Ensemble registration is not through our website, but
through Opus

Yay Laurie Bianco, thank you for attending the State Assembly!
e Please see Andrea’s agenda for Power Point and specifics! There was a lot of
information

Changes to All-State / All-NW

Addressing the needs of the east side of the state

Discussions around the inequities of the audition process
Review of All-State Jazz Ensembles, and the audition materials
Submit rule changes if you have any!

Proposals are open for conference. Apply if you have a topic in mind, or if you want to lead one
yourself.

The Voice online magazine
Student voice? Quotes? Messages to share? Can submit if you have anything

Andrea’s goals this year for presidency:
e Clock hours for us for events
e North / South socials
e Learn the role and document in a way to pass down the knowledge and
understanding (currently just Past President talking to current President, etc.)

Treasurer’s Report (Mitch DeGrace and Jessica Schlichting)
e Please send questions to Jessica, as Mitch is now “Treasurer Emeritus.” @) (Mitch:
IMMENSE gratitude to you for your incredible work these past several years)



This year, aiming to keep honorariums the same
Events did well last year! Improvements all around
Yay for Elementary events- super successful, lots of donations (which means less
paying for things) and lots of participation
Question about custodial fees and banners for junior events and jazz festival- Brandon
Nelson point person to answer questions
The Junior Honor coordinators’ stipends.

o Anyone willing to take on Choir? McKenzie Clark is willing! Andrea shouldn’t

have to do all three.
o Proposal to raise stipend to equal Senior Honor. Brandon seconds, unanimous
“Aye” votes

If all bills are paid, then $11,000 profit
Jessica gave out bills, and went over overages and schools that accidentally paid
twice, etc.
Reminder to please send a copy of the invoice with the check so that Jess can keep
them together and know which check goes with what event. Good practice to print
3.
Need to change mileage rate for this year
It we want extravagant spending items (like a judge from super far away and out of
state, etc.) then please ask Jess first to make sure we have the funds for it.

Gail Ridenour, Bellingham Symphony Orchestra

Soloists come here and are able to go to schools and work with students / programs!
Please take advantage by scanning QR code and reserving a date

November is a mandolin player- sign up!

Educational Concert is free again this year! Peter & The Wolf, with Dr. Baker as the
narrator and Dr. Copland playing in there with us

Great student rush and subscription tickets / rates / opportunities

Book Club this year as well

Spring Meeting this year at Burlington Edison HS on 4/29/25

Junior Large Group needs second host for Band and Choir. Talk to McKenzie Clark. North /
South this year, Middle School choir, and need host for the northern portion.

Skagit String Youth Ensemble- please join! Beginner through advanced, great opportunity to play.
In Burlington on Tuesday evenings.

Blaine Harbor Music (Andy Marshall) — workshops in the spring, camp in the summer. See him
for more info!

Breakouts.

High School breakout:

Get the Associated Membership if you can, it’s worth it!



e Senior Honor Festival:
o Kay Reilly- band
o Mary Marshall- orchestra
o Connie Campbell- choir
o 10/28 Band & Choir rehearsal, 6-8pm at Mt. Vernon HS. (Bellingham HS
offered to host this year, but MVHS said they would like to continue)
Orchestra will be on the same date, 5:30-7:30, Sehome HS$
11/11 Festival date at WWU, 9am start
o Please plan on helping with set changes throughout the day and the concert,
and tearing down afterwards. Many hands make for light work! And we can
hopefully earn clock hours this year which watching the directors work with
our students.

o O

e 2/1Solo & Ensemble Festival in Blaine! Plan B location if that doesn’t go through: Oak
Harbor HS

e 3/1 Jazz Festival, Mt. Vernon HS Hosting, Brandon Nelson organizing
o Can bring combos!

e large Group Festival
o 3/24-25 Choir (Vanessa Katz will join Jesis Gomez, as Jessica Schlichting has a
lot with Treasurer duties)
o 3/26 Orchestra (Kirstin Doud, | think? We didn’t talk about Orchestra because
only Choir and Band needed new folks.)
o 3/27-28 Band (coordinator is Brad Hendry, and he needs a friend for this
event. @ Matt Kenagy will talk with him.)

o Day of Percussion
o As of now, 4/12, might change

e State Solo & Ensemble
o 4/25-26, CWU

e Reminder to talk to Dr. Patty Bourne at WWU about these events

e Community Band Exhibition might be resurrected, held at Ferndale. Steve Menefee
will send out more information.



